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The Easter Vigil, also called the Paschal Vigil or the Great Vigil of Easter, is a service held in
traditional Christian churches as the first official celebration of the Resurrection of Jesus.
Historically, it is during this service that people are baptized and that adult catechumens are
received into full communion with the Church. It is held in the hours of darkness between sunset
on Holy Saturday and sunrise on Easter Day — most commonly in the evening of Holy Saturday
or midnight — and is the first celebration of Easter, the first day of the week traditionally begins
at sunset on Holy Saturday.
This is a reading from the Easter Vigil and is designed to prepare your heart for Easter Morning.
Holy Saturday is the final day of Lent and day of darkness, a day of waiting for the hope and
celebration of Easter. A day to think on who Jesus claimed to be and the importance of His death
the promise of His resurrection.
Isaiah 55:1-11
If you are thirsty, come and drink water! If you don't have any money, come, eat what you want!
Drink wine and milk without paying a cent. Why waste your money on what really isn't food?
Why work hard for something that doesn't satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and you will enjoy the
very best foods. Pay close attention! Come to me and live. I will promise you the eternal love and
loyalty that I promised David. I made him the leader and ruler of the nations; he was my witness
to them. You will call out to nations you have never known. And they have never known you, but
they will come running because I am the LORD, the holy God of Israel, and I have honored you.
Turn to the LORD! He can still be found. Call out to God! He is near. Give up your crooked
ways and your evil thoughts. Return to the LORD our God. He will be merciful and forgive your
sins. The LORD says: "My thoughts and my ways are not like yours. Just as the heavens are
higher than the earth, my thoughts and my ways are higher than yours."Rain and snow fall from
the sky. But they don't return without watering the earth that produces seeds to plant and grain
to eat. That's how it is with my words. They don't return to me without doing everything I send
them to do."
PRAYER
Almighty ever-living God, sole hope of the world, who by the preaching of your Prophets
unveiled the mysteries of this present age. Graciously increase the longing of your people, for
only at the prompting of your grace do the faithful progress in any kind of virtue. Through Christ
our Lord. AMEN

