
March 29, 2020  

Who Are the Methodists? 

The Character of a Methodist by John Wesley 

Not as though I had already attained. 

1. "What then is the mark? Who is a Methodist, according to your own account?" I answer: A Methodist is one 

who has "the love of God shed abroad in his heart by the Holy Ghost given unto him;" one who "loves the 

Lord his God with all his heart, and with all his soul, and with all his mind, and with all his strength. God is the 

joy of his heart, and the desire of his soul; which is constantly crying out, "Whom have I in heaven but thee? 

and there is none upon earth that I desire beside thee! My God and my all! Thou art the strength of my heart, 

and my portion for ever!" 

2. He is therefore happy in God, yea, always happy, as having in him "a well of water springing up into 

everlasting life," and overflowing his soul with peace and joy. "Perfect love" having now "cast out fear," he 

"rejoices evermore." He "rejoices in the Lord always," even "in God his Saviour;" and in the Father, "through 

our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom he hath now received the atonement." "Having" found "redemption through 

his blood, the forgiveness of his sins," he cannot but rejoice, whenever he looks back on the horrible pit out of 

which he is delivered; when he sees "all his transgressions blotted out as a cloud, and his iniquities as a thick 

cloud." He cannot but rejoice, whenever he looks on the state wherein he now is; "being justified freely, and 

having peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ."  

3. And he who hath this hope, thus "full of immortality, in everything giveth thanks;" as knowing that this 

(whatsoever it is) "is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning him." From him, therefore, he cheerfully 

receives all, saying, "Good is the will of the Lord;" and whether the Lord giveth or taketh away, equally 

"blessing the name of the Lord." For he hath "learned, in whatsoever state he is, therewith to be content."  

4. He is therefore "careful" (anxiously or uneasily) "for nothing;" as having "cast all his care on Him that 

careth for him," and "in all things" resting on him, after "making his request known to him with thanksgiving." 

5. For indeed he "prays without ceasing." It is given him "always to pray, and not to faint."  

6. And while he thus always exercises his love to God, by praying without ceasing, rejoicing evermore, and in 

everything giving thanks, this commandment is written in his heart, "That he who loveth God, love his brother 

also."  

7. For he is "pure in heart." The love of God has purified his heart from all revengeful passions, from envy, 

malice, and wrath, from every unkind temper or malign affection.  

8. For none can take from him what he desires; seeing he "loves not the world, nor" any of "the things of the 

world;" being now "crucified to the world, and the world crucified to him;" being dead to all that is in the 

world, both to "the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride of life." For "all his desire is unto God, 

and to the remembrance of his name." 

9. Agreeable to this his one desire, is the one design of his life, namely, "not to do his own will, but the will of 

Him that sent him."  

10. And the tree is known by its fruits. For as he loves God, so he keeps his commandments; not only some, or 

most of them, but all, from the least to the greatest.  

11. All the commandments of God he accordingly keeps, and that with all his might.  

12. By consequence, whatsoever he doeth, it is all to the glory of God. In all his employments of every kind, he 

not only aims at this, (which is implied in having a single eye,) but actually attains it.  

13. Nor do the customs of the world at all hinder his "running the race that is set before him." He knows that 

vice does not lose its nature, though it becomes ever so fashionable; and remembers, that "every man is to give 

an account of himself to God." 

14. Lastly. As he has time, he "does good unto all men;" unto neighbors and strangers, friends and enemies:  

15. These are the principles and practices of our sect; these are the marks of a true Methodist. By these alone 

do those who are in derision so called, desire to be distinguished from other men. If any man say, "Why, these 

are only the common fundamental principles of Christianity!" thou hast said; so I mean; this is the very truth; I 

know they are no other; and I would to God both thou and all men knew, that I, and all who follow my 

judgment, do vehemently refuse to be distinguished from other men, by any but the common principles of 



Christianity, -- the plain, old Christianity that I teach, renouncing and detesting all other marks of distinction. 

And whosoever is what I preach, (let him be called what he will, for names change not the nature of things,) he 

is a Christian, not in name only, but in heart and in life. He is inwardly and outwardly conformed to the will of 

God, as revealed in the written word. He thinks, speaks, and lives, according to the method laid down in the 

revelation of Jesus Christ. His soul is renewed after the image of God, in righteousness and in all true holiness. 

And having the mind that was in Christ, he so walks as Christ also walked. 

16. By these marks, by these fruits of a living faith, do we labor to distinguish ourselves from the unbelieving 

world from all those whose minds or lives are not according to the Gospel of Christ. "……………..From the 

Thomas Jackson edition of The Works of John Wesley, 1872. 

This is our heritage let us be faithful to Jesus and the faith He has called us to pursue. 

 


